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Willowmoon, Sitges

Visit to Montserrat Monastery 
For many visitors to Barcelona and the surrounding areas, a trip to Montserrat is the highlight of their holiday. Montserrat is a spectacularly beautiful Benedictine monk mountain retreat about one hour North West of Barcelona by train or by car. Not only is Montserrat Monastery of significant religious importance but the natural beauty surrounding the monastery is simply breath-taking. If you enjoy walking there are also some interesting & beautiful walks through the mountains where you will experience magnificent views of some of the most unusual rock formations in the whole of Catalonia. You can take a funicular to the top of the mountain and from there you can choose a number of different walks, all with spectacular views of the Catalonian countryside.

The history of Montserrat is fascinating and started in 880 when a small group of shepherd children saw a bright light descending from the sky in the mountains. In the same moment the children heard angels singing and the music filled their hearts with a radiant joy. Overwhelmed by the experience the children ran home to frantically recall the experience to their parents. The parents were sceptical but knew their children were trustworthy and honest and so they went to where the children had experienced the visions to see if they could see what all the fuss was about. For the whole month following the first visitation the parents were also witness to the same heavenly experiences and were left with only one conclusion: the visions were a sign from God.

During your visit you can walk to the Santa Cova holy grotto, where visitations by the Virgin Mary were reported, and see The Black Madonna, which is one of the most important and popular attractions at Montserrat Monastery with thousands of pilgrims coming to Montserrat every year to pray in front of the distinctive statue.

Another highlight of a trip to Montserrat is listening to the famous Basilica choir boy performances of Gregorian chants and other genres of religious choral music. The performances can be heard free of charge in the Basilica at 13:00 & 18:45 daily with the exception of Christmas holidays, July and some other festive periods during the year. Montserrat music is very popular throughout the World and the Monastery choir boys have now recorded over 100 albums of choral music.

There are also 3 museums to visit. The Museu de Montserrat is an art museum, with exhibits dating from the thirteenth century right up to the present day including works from the likes of Picasso, Dali, Miro, El Greco and Degas. The Espai Audio Visual is an exposition providing information about the history of Montserrat which also offers displays giving an insight into the daily lives of the monks that live in the Monastery. Lastly, a small museum at the top of the Funicular de Sant Joan provides information about Montserrat Natural Park and the wildlife & the vegetation around the mountain.

Whatever your interests are - walking, nature, tradition, history, architecture, art; even if you just like to experience something a bit different, Montserrat has something to offer everyone and is a day out not to be missed!

Willowmoon offers you a choice of different options for visiting Montserrat, from all-inclusive tours, whereby we plan the entire day, to a transport-only service which takes you there and brings you home again but leaves the rest of the arrangements up to you. In all cases the journey from Willowmoon to Montserrat takes you through some beautiful countryside and past several vineyards, some of which have been owned by local families for centuries. A visit with us takes away the stress of having to plan transportation and the worry about missing the last train home!
If you are interested in a visit to this beautiful Benedictine mountain monastery then please let us know and we would be happy to offer you a service to suit your exact requirements.


